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Background 
 
Valérie studied biomedical engineering at the University de Technologie de 
Compiègne (UTC) and obtained a Master of Science at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. After working five year as a lab technician in 
the Malaria Branch at the Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention in Atlanta, 
she got a PhD in Environmental Sciences at the University of Maryland, College 
Park. Her interests lay at the crossroad of epidemiology, environmental aspects and 
human health. She joined the Institute of Public Health at Heidelberg University in 
2004. 
 
Teaching 
 
Valerie teaches environmental health in several courses of the Heidelberg Institute of 
Public Health and is a guest lecturer on these topics at other universities. She is the 
co-coordinator of two TropEd accredited short courses, “Climate Change and Human 
Health” with Rainer Sauerborn since its inception in 2007 and “Health and Human 
Rights” with Huzeifa Bodal since 2008.  
 

Research 
 
Valérie’s current work focuses on malaria, in particular bed net use in rural Burkina 
Faso. 
She is interested in geographical epidemiology and the use of Geographic 
Information Systems for Public Health applications. With strong analytical skills and 
ability to manage large databases, she has been involved in a number of 
collaborative projects over the years and is recently taking part in a project evaluating 
the impact of climate change on the global burden of disease for dengue and 
malaria. 
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