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Background 
 
Yesim has an environmental engineering background and is trained in Public Affairs. She joined the 
Institute of Public Health of the University of Heidelberg in 2009 and holds a part-time academic 
position as a Research Associate. Since 2007, she has been an Assistant Professor of International 
Health at Boston University School of Public Health. Her areas of expertise include health economic 
evaluation and health policy analysis, with specific applications to malaria and dengue, and the 
application of applied research methods in international health research. 
 
 
Research 
 
Yesim’s research focuses on the economic evaluation of health interventions, particularly those 
involving infectious disease, and the application of system science methods to complex health 
problems to improve health policy and planning. Currently, Yesim is leading a work package in an EU-
funded research project entitled DengueTools - Innovative Tools and Strategies for the Control of 
Dengue, which aims to undertake economic evaluations of an integrated dengue surveillance system 
in Sri Lanka and a school-based preventive intervention against dengue in Thailand. She is also 
developing research projects on the burden and socio-economic consequences of neurocognitive 
impairment caused by childhood malaria in developing countries. In addition, she has conducted 
research on design, monitoring and evaluation of multi-intervention public health and development 
programs. 
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