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Conclusions

We tried to developed an assay to detect aminoglycoside resistance in gram-negative rods mediated by N-
acetyltransferases within less than three hours. As we and others have already described MS assays for the
detection of B-lactam antibiotics recently, we were interested to expand this short time assay giving a same-
day-result to other classes of antibiotics, like aminoglycosides. An empiric antibiotic treatment regimen in
septicaemia or severe pneumonia often contains a combination of these antibiotic groups. Therefore this
assay is a promising approach for a faster determination of susceptibility or resistance enabling de-
escalation or escalation of the antibiotic treatment. Still reproducibility and accuracy of the MALDI-MS
approach is not good enough to use it as a routine test yet.

[Ref. 1: Green, K. D.; Chembiochem. 2010]
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We tried to developed an assay to detect aminoglycoside resistance in gram-negative rods mediated by N-
acetyltransferases within less than three hours. As we and others have already described MS assays for the
detection of B-lactam antibiotics recently, we were interested to expand this short ime assay giving a same-
day-result to other classes of antibiotics, like aminoglycosides. An empiric antibiotic treatment regimen in
septicaemia or severe pneumonia often contains a combination of these antibiotic groups. Therefore this
assay is a promising approach for a faster determination of susceptibilty or resistance enabling de-
escalation or escalation of the antibiotic treatment Still reproducibility and accuracy of the MALDI-MS
approach is not good enough to use it as a routine test yet.
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