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Lindsay  Jaacks  is  an  Assistant  Professor  of  Global  Health  

at  Harvard  University  and  a  Visiting  Professor  at  the  

Public  Health  Foundation  of  India .  Prior  to  her  

appointment  at  Harvard  Chan ,  she  completed  a  

Postdoctoral  Fellowship  at  the  Emory  Global  Diabetes  

Research  Center  in  Atlanta .  Dr .  Jaacks  is  a  Fellow  of  the  

Lancet  Commission  on  Obesity  and  a  consultant  to  RTI  
International  and  the  US  Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  

Prevention  on  estimating  the  impact  of  food  and  

nutrition  policies  on  diabetes .  She  previously  served  as  a  

consultant  to  the  UK  Department  for  International  
Development  on  addressing  overweight  and  obesity  in  

low- income  countries .  The  overarching  vision  of    
Dr .  Jaacks 's  research  program  is  to  advance  our  knowledge  of  the  intersection  between  the  

food  system  and  health  system  with  respect  to  cardio-metabolic  health ,  and  to  apply  that  

knowledge  to  develop  interventions  to  halt  the  increase  in  obesity  and  diabetes .  She  has  

worked  on  a  number  of  epidemiological  studies  in  China ,  India ,  and  the  United  States .  Her  

current  projects  can  be  characterized  by  two  broad  categories :  (1)  those  addressing  primary  

prevention  (exposures  in  the  food  system)  of  obesity  and  diabetes ,  and  (2)  those  addressing  

secondary  prevention  (health  system  performance)  of  cardio-metabolic  diseases ,  such  as  

HPACC .  Projects  include  both  observational  and  intervention  studies  using  quantitative  and  

qualitative  approaches ,  and ,  importantly ,  span  the  biochemical-population  spectrum .  She  

has  published  in  leading  journals ,  including  Lancet  Diabetes  and  Endocrinology ,  Health  

Affairs ,  and  Annals  of  Internal  Medicine ,  and  is  committed  to  supporting  international  
partners  in  conducting  and  publishing  high- impact  research .  
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Rifat  Atun   is  Professor  of  Global  Health  Systems  at  Harvard  

University .  He  is  the  Faculty  Lead  for  the  Harvard  Ministerial  
Leadership  Program .  In  2008-12  he  was  a  member  of  the  

Executive  Management  Team  of  the  Global  Fund  as  the  

Director  of  Strategy ,  Performance  and  Evaluation .  In  2006-13  he  

was  a  Professor  of  International  Health  Management  and  Head  

of  the  Health  Management  Group  at  Imperial  College  London .  

Professor  Atun ’s  research  focuses  on  health  system  reform  and  

innovation  in  global  health  systems .  He  has  published  around  

300  papers  in  leading  journals ,  including  in  the  New  England  

Journal  of  Medicine ,  The  Lancet ,  Lancet  Oncology ,  Lancet  

Diabetes  and  Endocrinology ,  Lancet  Global  Health ,  Science  

Translational  Medicine ,  Health  Affairs ,  and  the  Academy  of  
Management  Journal .  Dr .  Atun  has  worked  at  the  UK  DFID ’s  

Health  Systems  Resource  Centre  and  has  acted  as  a  consultant  

for  the  World  Bank ,  WHO ,  and  with  many  governments  to  

design ,  implement  and  evaluate  health  system  reforms .  He  has  

undertaken  assignments  for  and  acted  in  a  consulting  or    

advisory  capacity  to  leading  organizations .  Professor  Atun  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  US  

National  Academy  of  Medicine  Standing  Committee  on  Health  Systems ,  PEPFAR  Scientif ic  

Advisory  Board ,  and  the  Advisory  Boards  of  WHO  Research  Centre  for  Health  Development  in  

Japan ,  and  Norwegian  Research  Council ’s  Programme  for  Global  Health  and  Vaccination  

Research .  He  is  a  member  of  the  UK  Medical  Research  Council ’s  Global  Health  Group .  He  is  a  

member  of  the  Longitude  Prize  Committee ,  the  largest  science  prize  in  the  world .  Professor  

Atun  studied  medicine  at  University  of  London  as  a  Commonwealth  Scholar  and  completed  

his  postgraduate  medical  training  in  family  medicine  and  public  health ,  and  Masters  in  

Business  Administration  at  University  of  London  and  Imperial  College  London .  He  is  a  Fellow  

of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  (UK) ,  a  Fellow  of  the  Faculty  of  Public  Health  (UK) ,  and  a  

Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  General  Practitioners  (UK) .  
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Karen  Emmons   is  the  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs  at  the  Harvard  

T .H .  Chan  School  of  Public  Health .  Dean  Emmons  previously  

served  as  vice  president  for  research  and  director  of  the  Kaiser  

Foundation  Research  Institute .  She  was  a  faculty  member  in  the  

School ’s  Department  of  Social  and  Behavioral  Sciences  from  1994  

to  2013 ,  and  from  2009  to  2013  was  associate  dean  for  research .  

She  has  also  been  elected  to  the  National  Academy  of  Medicine .  

Dean  Emmons ’s  research  program  has  largely  focused  on  

developing  effective  cancer  prevention  interventions  for  low  

income  and  under-resourced  communities .  Within  that  broad  

body  of  work  are  three  major  and  often  cross-cutting  themes :  (1)  

working  in  health  care  and  community  health  settings  to  reduce  

cancer  risk  factors ;  (2)  improving  the  scalabil ity  of  cancer  risk  

reduction  interventions ;  and  (3)  reducing  prevalence  of  multiple  

cancer  risk  factors .  

Wafaie  Fawzi  is  the  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Global  Health  

and  Population  at  the  Harvard  T .H .  Chan  School  of  Public  

Health .  He  is  the  Richard  Saltonstall  Professor  of  Population  

Sciences  and  a  Professor  of  Nutrition  and  Epidemiology .  The  

primary  focus  of  his  research  is  on  the  discovery  and  translation  

of  interventions  to  enhance  maternal  and  child  health  and  

development .  Over  the  past  two  decades  his  group  has  led  the  

design  and  implementation  of  more  than  20  randomized  

controlled  trials  of  maternal ,  neonatal  and  child  health ,  and  

infectious  diseases ,  with  emphasis  on  nutritional  factors .  They  

have  also  undertaken  observational  studies  to  understand  the  

broader  epidemiology  of  global  health  challenges ,  with  a  focus  

on  developing  countries  in  Africa  and  Asia .  In  the  past  10  years ,  

Dr .  Fawzi ’s  team  has  expanded  its  work  to  study  the  scale  up  

and  translation  of  various  interventions  that  they  and  others  

have  shown  to  be  efficacious ,  and  they  pursue  this  in  

partnerships  that  integrate  multiple  public  health  disciplines .  

Their  f indings  are  disseminated  through  more  than  250  papers  

to  date  that  Dr .  Fawzi  has  authored  or  co-authored .  
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Cara  Ebert  is  a  PhD  candidate  in  Development  Economics  at  the  

University  of  Goettingen  and  a  member  of  the  Research  Training  

Group  Globalization  and  Development .  Her  research  focuses  on  

health  evaluations  in  low-  and  middle- income  countries ,  

including  solutions  to  promote  early  childhood  development  

and  risk  factors  of  cardiovascular  diseases .  Cara  is  a  co-  

investigator  in  a  randomized  controlled  trial  on  nutrition  and  

psychosocial  stimulation  of  toddlers  in  India .  She  is  experienced  

in  intervention ,  study  and  survey  design  as  well  as  in  

implementation  on  the  ground .  In  addition  to  RCTS  she  uses  

quasi-experimental  estimation  approaches  and  cross-country  

analyses  of  population-based  surveys .  Previously ,  she  had  

appointments  with  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  
the  United  Nations  and  the  National  Team  for  the  Acceleration  

of  Poverty  Reduction  in  Jakarta .  Cara  holds  a  Master  of  Science  

in  Economics  from  the  University  of  Amsterdam .  

CARA  EBERT



PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES

LESHAWNDRA  PRICE

LeShawndra  Price  is  the  Chief  of  the  Health  Inequities  and  

Global  Health  Branch  within  the  Center  for  Translation  

Research  and  Implementation  Science  (CTRIS)  at  the  National  
Heart ,  Lung ,  and  Blood  Institute  (NHLBI) ,  National  Institutes  of  
Health  (NIH) .  In  this  position ,  she  supports  and  fosters  a  

program  of  innovative  research  pertaining  to  health  inequities ,  

domestically  and  globally ,  including  identifying  gaps  and  

needs ,  as  well  as  research  opportunities  to  address  them .   She  

also  leads  the  strategic  development  of  “T4”  translation  

research  and  implementation  science  in  the  global  arena .  

Immediately  prior  to  joining  NHLBI ,  Dr .  Price  served  as  Deputy  

Director  for  Research  and  Chief  of  the  Research  Scientist  

Development  program  in  the  Office  for  Research  on  Disparities  

and  Global  Mental  Health  at  the  National  Institute  of  Mental  
Health  (NIMH) .   She  also  served  as  Project  Scientist  for  a  multi-  

million-dollar  initiative  involving  eight  distinct  clinical  trials  

designed  to  improve  treatments  and  expand  access  to  mental  
health  care  in  more  than  20  low-  and  middle- income  countries ,  

including  Brazil ,  Peru ,  Nigeria ,  South  Africa ,  Ghana ,  Ethiopia ,    

India ,  and  Pakistan .  She  also  served  as  one  of  the  NIH ’s  coordinators  of  the  Mental  
Health  Across  the  Lifespan  Initiative ,  a  collaboration  between  the  NIH  and  Delta  Sigma  

Theta  Sorority ,  incorporated  to  raise  awareness  about  mental  health  conditions  affecting  

women  and  their  families ,  including  bullying ,  postpartum  depression ,  and  successful  
aging  later  in  l i fe .  Dr .  Price  brings  a  wealth  of  experience  to  her  work  at  the  NHLBI ,  as  

she  also  has  held  positions  at  the  National  Institute  on  Drug  Abuse ,  the  Carolina  Power  

and  Light  Energy  & Environmental  Center ,  Burroughs-Wellcome  (now  Glaxo  Smith  Kline) ,  

Research  and  Evaluation  Associates ,  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill ,  Duke  

University ,  George  Washington  University ,  and  North  Carolina  Central  University .   Her  

leadership ,  service ,  and  advocacy  has  been  recognized  through  awards  from  the  NIH  

Office  of  the  Director ,  NIMH  Director ,  NIDA  Director ,  American  Psychological  Association ,  

and  the  Family  Research  Consortium .  Dr .  Price ’s  academic  background  includes  a  B .A .  in  

Psychology  from  Wake  Forest  University ,  as  well  as  a  MA  and  PhD   in  Developmental  
Psychology  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill .       

Pascal  Geldsetzer  is  a  ScD  candidate   in  the  Department  of  
Global  Health  and  Population  at  the  Harvard  T .H .  Chan  

School  of  Public  Health .  A  major  focus  of  his  research  is  the  

design  and  evaluation  of  novel  healthcare  delivery  models  

for  chronic  diseases  in  low-  and  middle- income  countries .  

Methodologically ,  he  has  used  randomized  controlled  trials ,  

quasi-experimental  studies ,  population-based  surveys ,  

mixed-methods ,  and  qualitative  research  methods .  Prior  to  

joining  Harvard ,  Pascal  completed  the  Young  Professionals  

Program  of  the  German  development  agency  (GIZ ,  formerly  

GTZ) .  He  also  holds  a  medical  degree  from  the  University  of  
Edinburgh  and  a  MPH  from  Harvard  University .    
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Maja  Marcus  is  a  PhD  candidate  at  the  Chair  of  Development  

Economics  and  the  Center  for  Modern  Indian  Studies  (CeMIS)  at  

the  Georg-August-University  of  Goettingen ,  Germany .  Her  main  

f ields  of  studies  are  in  the  areas  of  global  health ,  poverty ,  and  

behavioral  economics .  In  this ,  one  particular  focus  of  her  

dissertation  will  deal  with  noncommunicable  diseases  in  lower-  

and  middle- income  countries .  At  the  CeMIS ,  Ms .  Marcus  

currently  works  as  a  research  fellow  and  serves  as  the  Equal  
Opportunity  Officer .  Prior  to  this ,  Ms .  Marcus  graduated  from  

the  University  of  Goettingen  with  a  Master ’s  degree  in  

Development  Economics .  In  addition  to  her  studies ,  she  has  

collected  experience  in  f ield  work  and  various  development  

organizations  and  consultancies .  These  endeavors  included  

extensive  stays  in  Southern  and  Eastern  Africa  as  well  as  in  the  

United  States  of  America .  

Jen  Manne-Goehler   is  a  resident  physician  in  the  Department  of  
Medicine  at  Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Medical  Center  and  Clinical  
Fellow  at  Harvard  Medical  School .  Her  research  is  focused  on  

global  health  systems  and  infectious  diseases .  Though  she  has  a  

longstanding  expertise  in  Chagas  disease ,  her  current  research  

focuses  on  HIV  and  aging .  To  this  end ,  she  is  a  Co- Investigator  

on  the  Health  and  Aging  in  Africa :  a  Longitudinal  Study  of  an  

INDEPTH  Community  in  South  Africa  (HAALSI)  Cohort  study  and  

was  recently  a  member  of  the  analytical  team  for  the  Lancet  

Commission  on  Diabetes  in  sub-Saharan  Africa .  She  is  very  

pleased  to  be  a  co-founder  and  member  of  the  HPACC  research  

team .  She  received  her  MD  from  Boston  University  School  of  
Medicine  and  both  ScD  and  MS  degrees  from  the  Department  of  
Global  Health  and  Population  at  the  Harvard  T .  H .  Chan  School  
of  Public  Health .  

JEN  MANNE-GOEHLER

Vera  Sagalova  is  a  research  associate  at  the  Faculty  of  Economic  

Sciences ,  University  of  Goettingen  and  the  Center  for  Modern  

Indian  Studies  (CeMIS)  with  research  interests  spanning  various  

issues  in  global  health  and  development  economics .  Once  

inspired  by  the  book  “Nudges”  she  has  a  particular  interest  in  

studying  how  behavioral  factors  affect  health  and  economic  

outcomes  and  is  currently  investigating  the  determinants  of  
physical  activity  and  its  correlation  with  cardio-metabolic  

disease  in  low-  and  middle- income  countries  as  part  of  the  

HPACC  team .  Her  other  current  project  looks  into  the  predictors  

of  child  and  maternal  mal-  and  undernutrition  in  West  and  

Central  Africa  and  interventions  to  combat  it .  In  the  past ,  Vera  

Sagalova  has  worked  on  current  global  economic  costs  of  
diabetes  and  their  projection  into  the  coming  decade .  Apart  

from  her  activity  as  research  associate ,  she  is  also  concerned  

with  curricula  development  and  coordinates  a  maser  program  in  

Development  Economics  at  the  University  of  Goettingen .  
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Til l  Bärnighausen  is  Adjunct  Professor  of  Global  Health  at  the  

Department  of  Global  Health  and  Population ,  Harvard  T .H .  Chan  

School  of  Public  Health ,  and  Faculty  Affi l iate  at  the  Harvard  

Center  for  Population  and  Development  Studies .  He  is  the  

Alexander  von  Humboldt  University  Professor  at  Heidelberg  

University ,  Germany ’s  oldest  University ,  and  Director  of  the  

Heidelberg  Institute  of  Public  Health  (HIPH)  in  the  Faculty  of  
Medicine  at  Heidelberg  University .   He  also  serves  as  Senior  

Faculty  at  the  Wellcome  Trust ’s  Africa  Health  Research  

Institute  (AHRI)  in  KwaZulu-Natal ,  South  Africa .  Til l ’s  research  

focuses  on  developing  and  testing  population  health  

interventions  that  address  large  healthcare  needs  in  poor  

countries ,  in  particular  for  HIV  and  other  chronic  conditions  

such  as  diabetes  and  hypertension .  He  focuses  on  interventions  

that  can  be  implemented  in  resource-poor  settings ,  such  as  

community  health  worker  initiatives  and  novel  interventions  in  

nurse- led  primary  care  clinics .  Til l  is  a  medical  specialist  in    

Sebastian  Vollmer  is  Professor  of  Development  Economics  and  

Director  of  the  Centre  for  Modern  Indian  Studies  at  the  

University  of  Göttingen .  He  is  Adjunct  Professor  of  Global  
Health  at  the  Harvard  T .H .  Chan  School  of  Public  Health .  

Sebastian  Vollmer  studied  Mathematics  and  Economics  at  the  

University  of  Göttingen  and  also  received  his  PhD  in  

Economics  from  the  University  of  Göttingen .  He  was  a  

Postdoctoral  Research  Fellow  at  the  Harvard  Center  for  

Population  and  Development  Studies ,  Visiting  Assistant  

Professor  of  Economics  at  Dartmouth  College  and  Assistant  

Professor  of  Development  Economics  at  the  University  of  
Göttingen .  He  has  served  as  a  consultant  for  the  World  Bank ,  

UNDP ,  UNAIDS ,  UNESCO ,  UNICEF ,  the  Asian  Development  Bank ,  

FAO  and  national  government  organizations .    

SEBASTIAN  VOLLMER

Michaela  Theilmann  is  a  Master 's  student  of  Development  

Economics  at  the  University  of  Göttingen ,  Germany .  She  

achieved  her  Bachelor ’s  degree  in  International  Economics  and  

Development  at  the  University  of  Bayreuth ,  Germany .  Ms .  

Theilmann  has  l ived  and  worked  in  development  projects  in  

Mexico  and  Brazil  for  several  years .  Furthermore ,  she  has  gained  

extensive  f ield  work  experience  in  Bihar ,  India  and  rural  Ghana .  

Her  academic  focus  l ies  on  impact  evaluation ,  health  issues ,  

and  rural  development  especially  in  India .  She  recently  

submitted  her  master  thesis  on  the  impact  of  improved  water  

supply  and  sanitation  on  infant  mortality  in  India .  

Family  Medicine  and  holds  doctoral  degrees  in  Population  and  International  Health  

(Harvard)  and  History  of  Medicine  (University  of  Heidelberg) ,  as  well  as  master  degrees  in  

Health  Systems  Management  (LSHTM)  and  Financial  Economics  (SOAS) .   He  previously  

worked  as  physician  in  Germany ,  China ,  and  South  Africa ;  as  journalist  in  Berlin ;  and  as  

management  consultant  for  McKinsey  & Company  in  Europe .  
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